
Senior Vocal Historical Context Presentations 

 
 For this assignment, you and a partner will choose one choir piece being presented at 
this year’s Choral Night. Together you will create a 6-10min presentation on the historical 
context of the piece, including information on the work’s composer and genre. The pieces and 
topics are listed below: 
 

Piece Composer Genre 

Fair Phyllis I saw John Farmer (c.1570-1601) Madrigals 

Es ist nun aus J.C. Bach (1735-1782) German Music 

“Soldier’s Chorus” from La 
Fille du Régiment 

Gaetano Donizetti (1797-1848) Italian Opera 

“Finale” from A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream 

Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) British Opera 

Rytmus Ivan Hrusovsky (1927-2001) Slovakian Music 

Gamelan R. Murray Schafer (b. 1933) Gamelan 

Hold Me, Rock Me Brian Tate (b. 1954) Spirituals 

Loch Lomond arr. Jonathan Quick (b. 1970) Folk Music 

Seal Lullaby Eric Whitacre (b. 1970) Movie Music 

 
The presentation should be as concise as possible, and must include the following components: 
 

 A few points explaining the history and any pertinent information about your genre (i.e. 
time period, key characteristics, prolific composers, reasons for its development/ 
popularity) 
 

 A one-minute audio example from Naxos Music Library of a prolific piece from your 
genre (cannot be the one we are singing in choir) 

 

 A short biography of your composer (i.e. place of birth and/or places they lived, jobs 
they’ve held, most famous compositions, compositional output and characteristics) 

 

 If known, any information about the composition of our choir piece (i.e. date of 
composition, inspiration/reason for composition, information about the premiere/ 
performance history). You may need to use the Google search engine for this 
component, however, for the other components please limit your searches to scholarly 
databases such as Britannica Online 

 
 
Please use Google Slides for this presentation, including a slide with bibliographical information 

using MLA form. 
 
 

Presentations will be taking place in class on Tuesday, April 11th 



Presentation Rubric 
 

Categories Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 

Knowledge Sufficient information 
on all required 
components (genre, 
composer, 
composition of our 
choir piece if 
applicable) is 
included. Information 
is always accurate, 
and gives an 
excellent overview of 
each component. 

Fairly sufficient 
information on all 
required components 
(genre, composer, 
composition of our 
choir piece if 
applicable) is 
included. Information 
is almost always 
accurate, and gives a 
good overview of 
each component. 

Some information on 
most required 
components (genre, 
composer, 
composition of our 
choir piece if 
applicable) is 
included. Information 
is often accurate and 
gives a fair overview 
of each component. 

Little information on 
few required 
components (genre, 
composer, 
composition of our 
choir piece if 
applicable) is 
included. Information 
is sometimes 
accurate, and gives a 
poor overview of 
each component. 

Application Audio sample is a 
very well-chosen 
example of music 
characteristic to the 
given genre.  

Audio sample is a 
well-chosen example 
of music 
characteristic to the 
given genre.  

Audio sample is a 
somewhat well-
chosen example of 
music characteristic 
to the given genre.  

Audio sample is a 
poorly chosen 
example of music 
characteristic to the 
given genre.  

Thinking Presentation is 
succinct and well-
organised. An overall 
historical context of 
our choir piece is 
expertly depicted. 

Presentation is 
mostly succinct and 
well-organised. An 
overall historical 
context of our choir 
piece is somewhat 
well-depicted. 

Presentation is 
somewhat succinct 
and well-organised. 
An overall historical 
context of our choir 
piece is somewhat 
poorly depicted. 

Presentation is rarely 
succinct and well-
organised. An overall 
historical context of 
our choir piece is very 
poorly depicted. 

Communication Presenter speaks very 
clearly at an 
understandable pace 
and volume, 
maintains eye 
contact with the 
audience, and always 
uses positive body 
language. Presenter 
participates equally 
in the presentation.  
Presentation is 
always engaging. 

Presenter speaks 
clearly at an 
understandable pace 
and volume, mostly 
maintains eye 
contact with the 
audience, and mostly 
uses positive body 
language.  Presenter 
participates less than 
his/her partner in the 
presentation. 
Presentation is 
mostly engaging. 

Presenter sometimes 
speaks clearly at an 
understandable pace 
and volume, 
sometimes maintains 
eye contact with the 
audience, and 
sometimes uses 
positive body 
language. Presenter 
participates 
significantly less than 
his/her partner. 
Presentation is 
sometimes engaging. 

Presenter rarely 
speaks clearly at an 
understandable pace 
and volume, rarely 
maintains eye 
contact with the 
audience, and rarely 
uses positive body 
language. Presenter 
participates 
substantially less 
than his/her partner. 
Presentation is rarely 
engaging. 


